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 OUR Kingdom? Our Glory? Or Gods?  

1 Chron 29:10-13 

King David said that all the wealth of the temple was Gods alone. 

Jesus said to pray –  

Ma% 6:9-13    Your kingdom come, your will be done 

1. our accumula(ons of “things” (house, car, friends, money, abili(es) 

2. our ambi(ons, dreams, our hopes and plans 

3. Our Legacy of what we hope to leave behind.  

 

* Joseph in Pharoah's  kingdom, was owner of nothing,                       

but responsible for everything! 

 

this is so overwhelming, sorrowful and anguishing  

He prayed – Luke 22:42 - Not my will but yours 

Vs 44 – a Hematohidrosis of sweat turning to blood in the garden. 

This overwhelming, sorrowful and anguishing  

“KINGDOM RELINQUISHMENT” 

 

Gives God glory, turns to eternal reward, and supernatural dividends 

we know not of.  
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Jer 33:3— Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you 

of great and hidden things, (mysteries) that you have not 

known. 

 

Mar 4:11  He told them, "The secret” of the kingdom of 

God has been given to you.  

 

Isa 22:22—What he opens no one can shut, and what he 

shuts no one can open. 
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A  “Priest” represents God to the people and the people to God. 

He / She preforms spiritual du(es, or tasks  to serve the church, both 

publicly and privately.  

YOU pray directly to God, Confess directly, ask for direct revela(on, 

No longer do we need a hierarchy to reach the throne of God. 

We have a “soul competence” to hear personally, directly, and        

respond personally to the Holy Spirit. We all have opportuni(es       

and responsibili(es to pray for others (intercession) , and interpret  

scripture as God reveals it (hermeneu(cs) .  

A humbling role— (not for $tle & posi$on) 

Luke 14:10— But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that 

when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a be%er 

place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other 

guests. 

1 Peter 4:10—As each has received a giJ, use it to serve one another, 

as good stewards of God's varied grace:  

Ma% 20:25— But Jesus called them aside and said, “You know that 

the rulers of the Gen(les lord it over them, and their superiors exer-

cise authority over them. 26It shall not be this way among you.        

Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your  

servant 

Phil 2:1—  Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only 

to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  
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Priesthood of the Believer— posi(oned to operate in your giJ 

Delegated heir of Salva(on— Appointed to serve the Kingdom. 

Gods Ambassador, direct representa(ve, leadership role: 

Title and ranks of Nobility in a Kingdom: 

Prince / princess— Heir in wai(ng / training 

1.  Duke / Duchess (monarch but not King) 

2. Marquess 

3. Earl / countess 

4. Viscount— 

5. Baron / Baroness 

6. Lords and Ladies 

“Title & Posi(on” 

 

1 Peter 2:9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy na-

(on, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of 

Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.  

Heb 4:6— Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has as-

cended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the 

faith we profess….So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious 

God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us 

when we need it most. 

2 Cor 5:18—And God has given us this task of reconciling people to 

him ...So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal 

through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”  

Religion =  Pope, Archbishop, Bishop, Priest, 

Laity (member) 

Protestant =  Jesus, & Believer 

(believers are the lowest and highest 

“posi(on “ in the church. Title and posi(on 

such as Pastor or Deacon, define a role, not 

a RANK in Chris(anity.) 
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The Kingdom IS…                              The Kingdom IS NOT… 

1. A body of people   Organized Religion 

2. Gods Culture   modern POP culture 

3. Here and Now   Off in space, whenever 

4. Simple  & A%ainable  Complicated and Elusive 

5. An Atmosphere   Limited to one address 

6. An open invita(on   an Exclusive club 

7. A Way of life   List of rules 

8. Supernatural power  Weak and Fearful 

9. Gods will    Selfish Ambi(on 

10. A GiJ    Earned or en(tled  

 

The term “Kingdom” is in the Bible 162 $mes 

Timing? Loca$on? Substance? 

Rom 14:7 - For the kingdom of God is not a ma%er of ea(ng and 

drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 

1 Cor 4:20 - For the kingdom of God is not a ma%er of talk but of  

power. 

Ma% 4: 17 From that (me Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

Luke 17:21 - nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because 

the kingdom of God is in your midst.”  
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5. With the right aYtude 

 a. a bad aYtude can mask the facts 

 b. an angry disposi(on does not help 

 c. communicate loyalty, and gratefulness regardless of the  

 outcome 

6. With appropriately selected words 

 a. avoid inflammatory remarks that cause unnecessary reac(ons 

 b. separate personal opinion from the facts 

 c. never challenge authority 

7. Have the right response if it’s rejected 

 a. Being Godly is more important than being right 

 b. a right spirit will validate the issue 

 c. a wrong spirit will ruin your witness and the outcome 

_________________________________________________________ 

Some(mes appeals are wise, with the right mo(ves, the right place and 

(me, but s(ll it is rejected. TRUST the King. You have delivered your soul! 

Let Him take responsibility from here. 

Only a control freak thinks he has to win every appeal. 

It’s not really trust if you only trust when you're happy with the result. 
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6. I should not dream, plan, or prepare if my ideas might get shot 

down anyway 

7. I have no responsibility if I didn't make the decision. 

When should we appeal to an authority? 

1. When we are asked to do evil 

2. When our authority is about to do evil 

How should we appeal? 

1. We must be in right standing 

 a. be under authority 

 b. not have a history of complaining 

 c. confess any wrongdoing on your part 

2. We must have the right mo(ves 

 a. manipula(on is evil 

 b. what is best for everyone, not just me 

 c. how will this benefit my leader 

3. At the right (me 

 a. privately— never before an audience 

 b. without other distrac(ons 

 c. wait (ll your leader is recep(ve 

4. Give accurate facts and informa(on 

 a. don’t leave out important details 

 b. include alternate percep(ons of the situa(on 
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Mark 12: 28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them de-

ba(ng. No(cing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked 

him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”29 

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: 

The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 

your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no commandment greater than these.”32 “Well said, teach-

er,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and 

there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all 

your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your 

neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 

sacrifices.”34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said 

to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on 

no one dared ask him any more ques(ons. 

1600 yrs between Moses and Jesus… (400 years of silence from God) 

Mark 1:The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the 

Son of God, 2 as it is wri%en in Isaiah the prophet: (700 years earlier) 

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,     who will prepare your 

way”— “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for 

the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”4 And so John the Bap(st ap-

peared in the wilderness, preaching a bap(sm of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the peo-

ple of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 

bap(zed by him in the Jordan River. .. 9 At that $me Jesus came from 

Nazareth in Galilee and was bap(zed by John in the Jordan. ..14 AJer 

John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God. 15 “The $me has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God 

has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” (almost 2 years 

passed between prison and Jesus Crucifixion)  
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Dr Kent Hovind   -   where did God come from?  

 

1. This ques(on displays that you are thinking of the wrong God. 

 ( He’s too small)  

2. The God of the Bible is not affected by $me, space or ma9er.  

3. This 3 part con(nuum has to happen simultaneously.   

4. Ma%er without space would have no place to exist.   

5.  Ma%er and space has to have a (me to exist.  

6. In the beginning ((me) God created the heaven (space) and the 

earth (ma%er).  

7. A trinity of trini(es – (me has past, present and future, space has 

length, width, height, and ma%er has solid, liquid and gas.  

8. The God who created them has to be outside of them, not limited 

by them.  

9. The God who created the universe has to be greater than His crea-

(on.   

10. The guy who created a computer is not inside the computer doing 

calcula(ons and graphics.  
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What to do: 

1. Pray for the person in Authority 

2. Pray for your aYtude 

3. Pray about your mo(ves 

4. Appeal to them privately at the right (me 

* if your appeal is rejected… 

5. Bring a witness to appeal with you 

6. Stay in the right spirit if your appeal is rejected 

7. Wait for God to vindicate the truth, be pa(ent, trust 

Do not confuse passive behavior with humility , meekness, or submis-

sion. This is not a Godly response to Authority. 

Passive - overtly compliant./ inert., useless, . Not par(cipa(ng, ac(ng, or 

opera(ng; / to shut down mentally, emo(onally, or physically to be a 

carpet, or "wet noodle" 

_______________________________________ 

Misbelief by those in Submission: 

1. My opinion doesn't ma%er, so I should keep it to myself. 

2. I must always agree with my leader in order to submit to them 

3. I only have to do what I'm told to. should set around and wait for or-

ders. 

4. I am usually less intelligent, qualified or experienced than the one in 

authority over me 

5. I should seek out a third party's biased opinion when I don't agree. 
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APPEAL… 

The King is Sovereign . Absolute Authority. He delegates to represent-

a(ves and discharges them at his pleasure. When it comes to human 

leaders it is difficult to follow at (mes. Submission is an aYtude. It is 

absolute. Obedience is an ac(on. It is condi(onal. When you submit 

to delegated authority, you honor the King. 

Here are some principles to follow when making an  appeal: 

Determine the issue: 

1. Moral or legal 

2. Biblical 

3. Ethical 

4. Personal * (most power struggles and conflicts of interest come 

about in this arena. If our problem with compliance is over personal 

preferences, we put ourselves at the threshold of sinning. 

Determine who is affected: 

1. Just you 

2. A group of people  

(are YOU responsible to protect and provide for these people?) 

What needs to happen: 

1. Change of heart 

2. Change of course 

3. Change of leadership 

 you must have a clear expecta(on, a complaint without a solu(on 

is not Godly 

 7 

 

 

 

11. God is above the universe, beyond it, in it, through it, and un-

affected by it.  

12. A spiritual force absolutely has effect over a physical body, which 

created emo(ons, love hatred, envy, jealousy, and ra(onality.  

13. If your brain is a random collec(on of chemicals, formed by 

chance over billions of years, how can you trust your own reasoning 

process?  

14. The ques(on “where did God come from” assumes a limited God 

who was created.   

15. If I could fit the infinite God in my 3 pound brain, He wouldn’t be 

worth worshipping. 

 

Some people ask, where did God come from? 

Others proclaim, everything came from God. 
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It is NEAR?   HEAR and NOW ?     

The Atmosphere, presence,  

Gen 3:8 – heard Him, felt Him, in the garden 

Mark 1:15 – The (me is now! It is here! 

Ma% 18:20 – 2 or 3 are gathered, He is there 

Exod 40:34 – Moses and tabernacle 

Acts 2:1,2 – Upper room, day of Pentecost 

Rev 21:3 – The dwelling place of God is with man 

 

   What is it? What does it look like?   How does it feel? 

 

1. at hand, perfect (ming in history, now dwelling at our exact        

loca(on 

   a. the tabernacle, the temple, our hearts, the church body 

   b. could be random vague elusive if we don’t have (me and place  

   c. if it includes one specific (me and place, does it exclude all other 

(mes and places? 

2. enter into it?  

   Appearances - Pharisees thought it was Race, behavior, dress, laws, 

   Reality -  Jesus taught parables, examples, stories, concepts  

3. Seek the kingdom – Ma% 6:33 – first, before everything else  
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Appealing to the King? 

make a serious or urgent request, apply to a higher court for a reversal of 

the decision of a lower court . 

What if things in the Kingdom seem wrong? Unfair? Unjust? 

The Legend of Robin Hood is about a medieval 14th century outlaw who  

fought the evil sheriff of NoYngham because lands were illegally seized  

while King Richard was away from his throne. So what does one do when it 

seems as though the King is not ac(ng for the peoples best interest or is 

unaware of the problems? Maybe the King has permi%ed or even sanc-

(oned trouble in the Kingdom. Are we expected to turn a blind eye or just 

roll over and take it?  

Here are some examples in scripture:  

1. Esther appealed to the Persian King Ahasuerus  to save the Jews. 

2. Abraham appealed to God to save the city of Sodom and Gomora 

3. Syrophoenician woman  appealed to Jesus about healing her daughter. 

4. Appeal directly and personally to a sinful Chris(an brother. 

5. Paul appealed as a Roman ci(zen to Caesar.   

6. Nathan the prophet appealed to King David. 

7. Job appealed to God for his troubles. 

8. Moses appealed to God to spare the people in the desert. 
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13. Don’t call OGE and say, turn on my fridge, my microwave, my 

kitchen lights. Don’t claim a job or career that you did not apply for. 

14. Everything God is ever going to do for you, He has already done it! 

It is on deposit in your account. He will not make withdrawals for you. 

15. say to this “teller” be gone $100, you have to ask for it. 

16. God will not relinquish you from the Responsibility to exercise au-

thority. 17. You don’t need more faith, just be careful of the object of 

your faith. Do you have faith in something made up?     Tooth fairy, 

santa, unbiblical ideas? 

18. Do you know His character, His word, His promises? If you have 

illegi(mate faith, you get illegi(mate results. 

19. We know more about TV, sports, and shopping than we do the 

word. 

20. We must be able to recognize the nature of the mountain – the lie 

of addic(ons, habits, shortcomings. 

21. Faith is our posi(ve response to what He has already provided. 

22. Joshua 1:3 - I will give you every place where you set your foot, as 

I promised Moses. Gods plan was already set in mo(on, they had to 

take authority of it. 

23. Faith does not MAKE anything happen, authority allows the    

power to do the work. 

24. Law enforcement officers only enforce the exis(ng law, they can 

not invent a law. They only have authority to carry it out. 

25. If you don’t know the Law of God, the principles of scripture, the 

doctrines, the boundaries, you cannot exercise Spiritual Authority. 
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It is LIKE… (32 $mes in the gospels, this phrase) 

A. seed, weeds, grain, tree, pearl, treasure, net, fish, landowner,  

vineyard 

B. pa(ently wait for results, sell everything the acquire it, harves(ng, 

gathering 

Ma% 13:44-48 -              Luke 13:18 -  

The KINGDOM of God is like…  A Place? 

Heaven? (about 144,000 square miles, size of the usa. Extravagant 

construc(on and beau(ful display of endless wealth and prosperity) 

Only the headquarters, not all encompassing.  His Kingdom is beyond 

one limited place. It is vast, worldwide. 

Garden of Eden was a Perfect paradise (3k-5k miles, 163k acres, like a 

huge na(onal park) 

Jerusalem? (Promised land)  (30 acres, or 1/2 sq mile) 

 Community, realm, or major territory having a monarchy form of 

government headed by the will of a king or sovereign ruler. 

 

LIKE…  a type of…a metaphor Luke 13:18 

Ma% 13 - a man who sowed good seed in his field; 

Ma% 13 - a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field, 

a merchant seeking beau(ful pearls, 

a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of every kind, 

a certain king who wanted to se%le accounts with his servants. 
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a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 

his vineyard. 

a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 

a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and de-

livered his goods to them. 
15 

And to one he gave five talents, to anoth-

er two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and 

immediately he went on a journey. 

A treasure hidden in a field. A man found it, and he concealed it. Then 

in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” (secure 

it for yourself) 

Luke 17:21 - “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be ob-

served; nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or, ‘There it is!’ For behold, 

the kingdom of God is in your midst.” 

Ma%hew 25:34  

“Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 

blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

founda(on of the world. 

Colossians 1:13  

For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to 

the kingdom of His beloved Son, 

John 3:3-5  

Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 

is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
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Spiritual Authority (POWER) - Tony Evans 

1. Having no authority means perpetual defeat, never being able to 

overcome; Constantly being subject to circumstances, helpless to do 

anything about it. 

2. We are unhappy Chris(ans, depressed spiritually, not because we 

don’t believe the right things, but because we are unable to act upon 

our beliefs. 

3. The greatness of God is elusive. We know it is true, it’s just not true 

for us. 

4. How can we move the mountains? Mark 11:12-25 

5. Religion without life is like a tree with no fruit, leaves with no bud; 

external appearance that something is going on. 

6. A mountain is immovable (a problem or situa(on) by yourself; you 

can’t do anything about it. 

7. Spiritual Authority is the RIGHT to use divine power. 

8. You don’t have the power but you have the authority to use it. 

9. OGE has the power, you have authority to use it, it’s already there, 

you have to flip the switch. 

10. If you don’t exercise the authority, you won’t experience the pow-

er even if you believe in it. 

11. Power available does not equal power u(lized. You can have it and 

not use it. 

12. we ask God, “why aren’t you giving us power?”, He asks us “why 

aren’t you exercising your authority?” 
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John 19:10—“Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you 

realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” Jesus an-

swered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to 

you from above. 

Romans 1:16—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 

power of God that brings salva(on to everyone who believes: 

Luke 24:49—I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 

but stay in the city un(l you have been clothed with power from on 

high.” 

Acts 1:4 - Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the giJ my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John bap(zed 

with[a] water, but in a few days you will be bap(zed with the Holy 

Spirit.” 6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are 

you at this (me going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to 

them: “It is not for you to know the (mes or dates the Father 

has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 

Acts 4:29 And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that 

Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence, 

Acts 14:3 Therefore they spent a long (me there speaking boldly with 

reliance upon the Lord, who was tes(fying to the word of His grace, 

gran(ng that signs and wonders be done by their hands. 

Acts 16:25 - About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 

Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the founda(ons of 

the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and 

everyone’s chains came loose.  
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John 18:36  

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom 

were of this world, then My servants would be figh(ng so that I 

would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not 

of this realm.” 

Romans 14:17  

for the kingdom of God is not ea(ng and drinking, but righteousness 

and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

2 Peter 1:11  

for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

1 Timothy 1:17  

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 

and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 15:50 

Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the king-

dom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
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Kingdom Values: 

1. life, liberty, pursuit of happiness? Scripture? 

2. love and peace (give it away, not fight for your right to have it) 

3. acceptance and inclusion 

4. wisdom and truth (seek it don’t argue that you alone have it) 

5. contentment, fulfillment  

6. Order and freedom – with purpose!  

 

The World is always COMPETITION trying to replace Gods values. 

Opposing culture? (Halloween, tarot cards, Ouija boards, seances, 

sorcery) 

Demonic, worldly, flesh, evil, sinful 

Hell is eternal separa(on from Gods culture, byproducts, benefits and 

values 

What about the “angel of light”? church people who gossip, stuck in 

tradi(on, religious, never had a life changing experience, manipulate 

like jezebel, oppose leadership, etc  

These same people are oJen, nice, friendly, work hard, volunteer, 

give money, etc. 
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Zach 4:6 - ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord 

Almighty. 

Acts 19 - God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even 

handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the 

sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits leJ them. 13 

Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the 

name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They 

would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, I command 

you to come out.” 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were 

doing this. 15 One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, 

and Paul I know about, but who are you?” 16 Then the man who had 

the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave 

them such a bea(ng that they ran out of the house naked and 

bleeding. 

Ma%hew 3:11  -  “I bap(ze you with water for repentance. But aJer 

me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not 

worthy to carry. He will bap(ze you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

Ma%hew 22:29  -  Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not 

know the Scriptures or the power of God. 

Luke 4:36  -  All the people were amazed and said to each other, 

“What words these are! With authority and power he gives orders to 

impure spirits and they come out!” 

Luke 6:19  -  and the people all tried to touch him, because power was 

coming from him and healing them all. 

Luke 8:46  -  But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power 

has gone out from me.” 

Luke 9:1  -  [ Jesus Sends Out the Twelve ] When Jesus had called the 

Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all 

demons and to cure diseases, 
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Kingdom Authority  -      The Supernatural Power of God 

2 Tim 3:5 – having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have 

nothing to do with such people. 

Heb 4:16 – Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 

that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in (me of need 

Luke 10:19 – I have given you authority to trample on snakes and 

scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will 

harm you. 

Ma% 16:19 - I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; what-

ever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

Rom 8:11 - if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living 

in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

Mark 9:29 - his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast 

him out? 29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by 

nothing, but by prayer and fas(ng. 

2 Tim 1:7 - 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us (mid, but 

gives us power, love and self-discipline. 

1 Corinthians 4:20  -  For the kingdom of God is not a ma%er of talk 

but of power. 

Jeremiah 32:17  -  “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens 

and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is 

too hard for you. 

Jeremiah 51:15  -  “He made the earth by his power; he founded the 

world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his under-

standing. 
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Discovered and Defined? 

Tolstoy – a Russian Novelist in the late 1800’s wrote war and peace  

(1200 pages, same as Bible) also wrote “The Kingdom of God is with-

in” 

Orthodox Chris(an values un(l 18 yrs. He leJ that belief un(l his 

50th birthday. 

He was a “Chris(an anarchist and pacifist” – excommunicated by the 

orthodox church of Russia in 1901 for heresy 

 not a fan of state or church oversight.  

Spiritual but did not like organized religion 

_______________________________________________________ 

Mar(n Luther and the reformers had a problem with “organized reli-

gion” 

The Church in Rome –  

said salva(on apart from the church is impossible 

Said tradi(on is just as authorita(ve as the Bible 

Said the popes word “ex-cathedra” over rides scripture 

The church in Rome is one of the worlds largest corpora(ons owning 

177 million acres of land. The largest non govt land owner in the 

world. Also owning billions of shares in gulf oil, shell, general motors, 

morgan bank, chase manha%en, TWA, etc 

Is a sovereign na(on, with its own banking system and billions of 

gold according to the united Na(ons. Va(can city ruled by an abso-

lute monarchy has jurisdic(on over interna(onal laws. 
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I too have a problem with “organized religion” 

We as a local church are not tethered to a denomina(onal home 

office. 

We live and die by our own internal vision, ac(ons and financial sup-

port. 

____________________________________________________ 

But the body of Christ is not limited to one local church. 

It includes: 

Bap(st, Methodist, Assembly of God, Lutheran, etc 

Missions, para church ministries,  

Americans, liberals, conserva(ves, Canadians, Mexicans, Africans, 

Swahili, Ethiopians, and yes we have structure and order. 

 

We are  a living organism! 

A body, an army, a family, and more. 

But never reduced to a man made organized religion! 

 27 

 

 

Ma% 7:13 - Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 

broad is  the way that leads to destruc(on, and many enter through 

it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the way that leads to life, and 

only a few find it. 

John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Acts 24:14 – (Paul) But this I confess to you, that according to the 

Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believ-

ing everything laid down by the Law and wri%en in the Prophets 

Isa 30:21 - And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is 

the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to 

the leJ. 

Acts 9:2 - And asked him for le%ers to the synagogues at Damascus, 

so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 

might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

Acts 18:24-25  

Now a Jew named Apollos, a na(ve of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. 

He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. He had been 

instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke 

and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew 

only the bap(sm of John. 
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The Way?   -   “The Kingdom is a way of life! 

 

Are you in the way? Or on your way?  

a method, style, or manner of doing something. A culture, an atmos-

phere, custom. 

A recognizable pa%ern, a road, track, path, or street for traveling 

along 

going a direc(on to complete a journey.  

A pilgrimage is internal (spiritual) and external (physical) to discover 

who we are as a person. As we experience others on their journey, 

we are interrupted, annoyed, and eventually taught by watching oth-

ers along THE WAY. 

A Father / son journey. A Husband / Wife journey. A prodigal and His 

God.  

THE WAY—(Movie, Mar(n Sheen 2010) Emillio Estevez said it was 

sort of a “wizard of oz” journey. Each character finding individual pur-

pose but only within the group. Walking alone can never accomplish 

it. 

1. What does the journey tell you about yourself? Self discovery 

2. How do you respond to others life issues? 

3. Will you slow down and help others take the pilgrimage?  
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KINGDOM  CULTURE : 

The Culture of Heaven? An atmosphere, environment, and presence. 

The Worlds percep(on? 

The kingdom of heaven -  movie in 2005 with Liam Nisan, Orlando 

Bloom, Jeremy Irons about the crusades. 3hrs long grossed 218 mil-

lion 

Examining Chris(an culture? Islamic culture? 

What is Culture =  

INWARDLY - atmosphere, presence, beliefs, feeling of belonging,    

relatability, ideas, values  

OUTWARDLY - Expression of “manners and customs” pop art, clothes, 

music, loca(on / region 

In your school? In your home?  

A “Chris(an Na(on” prac(ced imminent domain with Na(ve Ameri-

cans and embraced ownership of African slaves. How is that            

THE KINGDOM of heaven? 

I do NOT believe in Cri(cal race theory, nor do I believe that the 

“perfect puritans” and founding fathers were free from establishing 

their own kingdom on earth. 

Many Chris(ans over the years, use “faith” to serve their own pur-

pose. 

i.e. – televangelists buying jets, poli(cians who manipulate followers 
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The CULTURE of Heaven –    white people who eat to much mayo,   

listen to country music, and talk about NASCAR? 

Opposite of Drug Culture, Prison Culture, (fear, power, slavery, domi-

na(on)  

What IS God like?   What DOES God like? 

Community / society…         Caribbean / Bahama speak Creole ?  

(it is not cajun French (15%) vs African Creole (4%) each has dis(nct 

music and religious expressions. (Cajun = Catholics / Creole = Hai(an 

voodoo) 

(A Hybrid mix from surrounding cultures, languages, so that people 

can interact.) 

 

Religion? Catholic? Bap(st? Assembly of God? LifeChurch? 

Religion / Pharisees – exclusive, limited, members of a club. 

A Local church can only try to represent the Culture of heaven. Some-

(mes we get it. Some(mes we don’t. When we are convinced that 

God will include something, we go to far and think that, that 1 thing is 

now exclusive. (Doctrines, music, Bible transla(ons, high church/ low 

church, governing)  

Holy Spirit – invi(ng, including, loving, peaceful, truthfilled, righteous 

(uncompromised Holiness)   Heaven is a Holy Spirit Sanc(oned envi-

ronment! 

1. Are we hardwired for the supernatural? 

2. Are we hanging out with God’s anoin(ng? 

3. Is your decision making process a partnership with the Holy Spirit? 
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Heb 10:26–27 If we deliberately keep on sinning aJer we have re-

ceived the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is leJ, 27 but 

only a fearful expecta(on of judgment… How much more severely do 

you think someone deserves to be punished who has trampled the 

Son of God underfoot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood 

of the covenant that sanc(fied them, and who has insulted the Spirit 

of grace? 

2 Peter 2:20; aJer they have escaped the pollu(ons of the world 

through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are 

again entangled therein, and overcome, the la%er end is worse with 

them than the beginning. 

1 John 5:16  If you see a Chris(an sinning in a way that does not end 

in death, you should ask God to forgive him, and God will give him life 

unless he has sinned that one fatal sin. But there is that one sin which 

ends in death, and if he has done that, there is no use praying for 

him.LB 

2 Thess 2:3 – (Great apostacy) that Day will not come unless the fall-

ing away comes first. 

 

Rev 3:5 - He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I 

will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his 

name before My Father and before His angels 

Revela(on 22:19 says, “And if any man shall take away from the 

words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out 

of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which 

are wri%en in this book” 
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The kingdom of Heaven was promised and covenant to the Jews, who 

rejected Christ. The inheritance was now given to gen(les. 

Ma% 21:43 – The Kingdom will be taken away and given to those who 

will produce its fruit. 

 John 10: The Jews surrounded him. They asked him, “How long will 

you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

25 Jesus answered them, “I’ve told you, but you don’t believe me. 

The things that I do in my Father’s name tes(fy on my behalf. 

26 However, you don’t believe because you’re not my sheep. 27 My 

sheep respond to my voice, and I know who they are. They follow me, 

28 and I give them eternal life. 

Acts 18:5— Paul was occupied with the word, tes(fying to the Jews 

that the Christ was Jesus. And when they opposed and reviled him, he 

shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your 

own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gen(les.”  

_______________________________________________________ 

1 Timothy  5:12, 15; Thus they bring judgment on themselves, be-

cause they have broken their first pledge… when their sensual desires 

overcome their dedica(on to Christ…Some have in fact already 

turned away to follow Satan. 

Hebrews 3:12 – See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a 

sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 

Heb 6:4–6, It is impossible for those who have once been enlight-

ened, who have tasted the heavenly giJ, who have shared in the Holy 

Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 

powers of the coming age 6 and who have fallen away, to be brought 

back to repentance. 
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God’s preferences?    What DOES God like?     

(not just permit, or bless, or instruct) 

Atmosphere?  Music?  

Dressed? Robe of righteousness, gown of salva(on? 

Food?  (In heaven is the tree of life. Bearing 12 fruits, 1 each month) 

Teaching, learning? Serving? 

______________________________________________ 

This is what GOD LIKES… 

Zeph 3:17— The Lord your God is with you as a hero who will save 

you. He takes great delight in you. He will quiet you with his love. He 

will rejoice over you with singing.”  

Luke 15:7— I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoic-

ing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

3 John 1:4— I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are 

walking in the truth. 

Gen 6:8-10— But Noah was a pleasure to the Lord. Here is the story 

of Noah: 9-10 He was the only truly righteous man living on the earth 

at that (me. He tried always to conduct his affairs according to God’s 

will.  

_________________________________________________ 

If I dwell in His Kingdom, and really want His culture, atmosphere, 

presence, and power, then I should care about what He likes. 
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Gods Answer to different cultures – 

 The worlds culture-   Heavens Culture –  

our shared core values should guide our groups culture, but are by no 

means an exhaus(ve, complete descrip(on. Our groups culture must 

accurately reflect our values and align with our overall mission. 

What does God “value” highly?  What does He like? (prefer) 

What is His mission? What is my mission in life? What is our corpo-

rate mission? 

Is He rigid? Absolute? Protec(ve, defensive? Exclusive? Structured, 

hierarchy, chain of command? (holiness) 

Or flexible, adaptable, risk taking, and informal? Crea(ve, Inclusive? 

(uncondi(onal love) 

King James Only church vs Universalist Unitarians (extremes) 

If OUR culture (see list) overrides God’s culture in our lives,  

we embellish small (good) values and jus(fy large holes and vacan-

cies. 

   Heavens culture (atmosphere, values) must over shadow all other 

cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD 

GOD 
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James 1:5 - a doubbul mind will be as unse%led as a wave of the sea 

that is driven and tossed by the wind;  and every decision you then 

make will be uncertain, as you turn first this way and then that. If you 

don’t ask with faith, don’t expect the Lord to give you any solid an-

swer. 

Backsliding is not the result of one impulsive sin. One good decision 

leads to others. One bad decision leads to others, many similar deci-

sions creates a culture. A decision of core belief, encompasses all oth-

er small decisions affected by that belief.  It creates a narra(ve. If a 

detec(ve who inves(gates can jump to a theory to soon, all the facts 

point in that direc(on. And vise versa. A choice, leads to a belief, a 

belief leads to a culture. A culture is an environment where you be-

long. James 1:15 (lust leads to sin, sin leads to death) 

 Defining Security and assurance of our rela(onship and salva(on.  

John 15:6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch 

and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, 

and they are burned. 

Heb 12:14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which 

no one will see the Lord: 

Luke 8:13But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, 

receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a 

while and in (me of tempta(on fall away.  

1. Salva(on is available to anyone and everyone. 

2. Always by faith alone, not by works 

3. Any Rela(onship is an ongoing challenge. One of conflict with 

tempta(on, sin, and loyalty with trust. 

4. God is always faithful and true. On point, Wai(ng on us to return.  
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Taken away? Given away? Banished, exiled, expelled  

Backsliding?  Apostacy 

Do you really believe in backsliding? Believe it? We prac(ce it! 

Go back to old previous ways, falling away from the original goal. 

A Moral lapse, to dismiss truth, or relapse into bad ways. 

The abandonment or to renounce ones faith. To Recant.  

Refusing to con(nue to follow, obey, or recognize Gods leadership in 

your life. Jerusalem (Temple) has been destroyed twice, besieged 23 

(mes, a%acked 52 (mes, and captured and recaptured 44 (mes be-

cause of disobedience, several during the Crusades. 

Prov 26:11 - As a dog returns to its vomit, so fools repeat their folly. 

Ma% 12:31 - the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven 

(calloused, permanent, rejec(on) if your asking, you haven’t com-

mi%ed it! 

We are designed to be free moral agents, from birth to death,        

always choosing. 

By nature, we enter into covenant, and divorce ourselves from good 

and bad rela(onships. We can forfeit or abandon the benefits and 

consequences of staying or leaving. 

Josh 24:15 - choose this day whom you will serve 

Deut 30:19 - I call heaven and earth to record this day against you 

that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing. There-

fore choose 

1 Kings 18:21 - “How long are you going to sit on the fence? If God is 

the real God, follow him; if it’s Baal, follow him. Make up your 

minds!” Nobody said a word; nobody made a move. 
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Heavens culture is defined by values in repentance, the golden rule, 

Gods word governing our behavior, bea(tudes, fruit of the spirit. 

Heavens culture is an atmosphere of love, forgiveness, serving, giving, 

sharing, caring, faithfulness, passion, etc. 

The mission is a co-mission – “go into all the world” 

Religion says – learn our rules and join our club! 

Ie – my group is ambi(ous, or loving… so its overall good. 

       In reality this group has no moral compass and is governed by 

popular feeling 

The culture is unhealthy, with elusive values, and no shared mission. 

  

We all choose to leave a certain way of life for a be%er way of life, to 

give up something you love for something you love more. 

 

Heaven is inclusive, right up to when it’s exclusive!  

God will separate all things in the end of (me—  

Wheat / tares, sheep / goats  
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The worlds -      Heavens Culture –  

“I” iden(fy with… (the atmosphere of). Without God, these things alone are incomplete. 

Things that may be good (or not) but definitely not without God.   

1. Mental health, psychology—become 

emo(onally stable with therapy                

 

2. Doctors and  Medicine  - healing 

 

3. Scien(fic discovery—understanding 

discovered facts 

4. Drug abuse culture—self medicate 

     Living for the “high”  

 

5. Prison culture—control, gangs, fear 

 

6. Educa(onal, Intellectual culture 

 

7. Sports and compe((ve culture 

 

8. Fashion culture 

 

9. High finance culture 

 

10. Beauty pageant culture 

  

1. 2 Timothy 1:7 “For God did not give us a spirit of 

fear, but of power and of love and a sound mind.” 

Rom 12:2—be not conformed to this world: but be 

ye transformed by the renewing of your mind  

2. Col 4:14 - Luke, the beloved physician... sends you 

gree(ngs. 'It is not the healthy who need a doctor, 

but the sick' (Ma%hew 9:12) 

3. Psalm 111:2 - Great are the works of the Lord, stud-

ied by all who delight in them. Dan 1:17 -God gave 

them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom. 

4. 1 Tim 5:23 - use a li%le wine because of your stom-

ach and your frequent illnesses. Eph 5:18 - Do not 

get drunk on wine. -Isa 38:21 - Make an ointment 

and he will get well 

5. Rom 16:17 - I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out 

for those who cause divisions and create obstacles              

1 cor 15:33 -  “Bad company ruins good morals.” 

6. 2 (m 2:15 - Study to show yourself approved.                

1 cor 1:13 "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 

the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate. 

7. 1 cor 9:26 - Therefore I do not run like someone 

running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer bea(ng 

the air. we do it for a crown that is imperishable. 

8. 1 Tim 2:9 -adorn themselves in respectable apparel, 

with modesty and self-control, 1 Peter 3:3 - Do not 

let your adorning be external 

9. Luke 12:14 - “Watch out! Be on your guard against 

all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abun-

dance of possessions.” 

10. 1 Sam 16:7 - man looks on the outward appearance, 

but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
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The worlds -      Heavens Culture –  

11. pop culture music, clothes 

 

12. gender fluid culture 

13. woke culture— guilt, prejudice, 

inclusion 

 

14. music culture—giJ turned to 

idols 

15. animal lovers culture— priori-

(es, exal(ng out of balance 

16. socially acceptable, poli(cally 

correct 

 

17. Religious culture— churchy, 

exclusive, self righteous 

18. military culture— structure, 

authority, order 

19. hippie culture— free expres-

sive, accep(ng, anarchy  

 

20. poli(cal culture— na(onal gov-

erning, law making, policies 

 

21. corporate culture— employees, 

management, hierarchy,              

corp ladder 

11. Gal 1:10 -If I were s(ll trying to please man, I would not be 

a servant of Christ. Isa 2:22 - Stop regarding man… for of what 

account is he? 

12. Gen 1:27 - God created mankind in his own image, male 

and female he created them. 

13. Rom 5:1 - since we have been jus(fied by faith, we have 

peace with God. James 2:1 - show no par(ality Rev 7:9 from 

every na(on, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne 

14. Psalm 150 praise Him with trumpets, harps, strings, cym-

bals. Every breath “PRAISING GOD” 

15. Prov 12:10 -A righteous man cares for the needs of his 

animal.  Ma% 7:6 - Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not 

throw your pearls to pigs. 

16. Isa 8:14 -And he will become a stone of offense and a rock 

of stumbling . 2 Tim 3:12 - all who desire to live a godly life in 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

17. Ma% 23:4They (e up heavy, cumbersome loads and put 

them on other people’s shoulders Ma% 15:3 -  break the com-

mand of God for the sake of your tradi(on? 

18. Ma% 8:9 I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers 

under me…I have not found anyone in Israel with such great 

faith. 

19. 1 cor 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order, 

God is not a God of confusion but of peace     Gal 5:13 you, my 

brothers, were called to freedom; only do not let your free-

dom become an opportunity for the sinful nature  

20. Rom 13 - The authori(es that exist have been established 

by God. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authori(es are 

God’s servants, Acts 5:29 We ought to obey God rather than 

men. 

21. Gal 6:4 Each one should test their own ac(ons without 

comparing themselves to someone else Ma% 20:25 You know 

that foreign rulers like to order their people around. And their 

great leaders have full power over everyone they rule. Not so 

with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your servant  


